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QUESTION 1

What types of algorithms are difficult to express in MapReduce v1 (MRv1)? 

A. Algorithms that require applying the same mathematical function to large numbers of individual binary records. 

B. Relational operations on large amounts of structured and semi-structured data. 

C. Algorithms that require global, sharing states. 

D. Large-scale graph algorithms that require one-step link traversal. 

E. Text analysis algorithms on large collections of unstructured text (e.g, Web crawls). 

Correct Answer: C 

See 3) below. 

Limitations of Mapreduce where not to use Mapreduce While very powerful and applicable to a wide variety of problems,
MapReduce is not the answer to every problem. Here are some problems I found where MapReudce is not suited and
some papers that address the limitations of MapReuce. 

1.

 Computation depends on previously computed values 

If the computation of a value depends on previously computed values, then MapReduce cannot be used. One good
example is the Fibonacci series where each value is summation of the previous two values. i.e., f(k+2) = f(k+1) + f(k).
Also, if the data set is small enough to be computed on a single machine, then it is better to do it as a single
reduce(map(data)) operation rather than going through the entire map reduce process. 

2.

 Full-text indexing or ad hoc searching 

The index generated in the Map step is one dimensional, and the Reduce step must not generate a large amount of
data or there will be a serious performance degradation. For example, CouchDB\\'s MapReduce may not be a good fit
for full-text indexing or ad hoc searching. This is a problem better suited for a tool such as Lucene. 

3.

 Algorithms depend on shared global state 

Solutions to many interesting problems in text processing do not require global synchronization. As a result, they can be
expressed naturally in MapReduce, since map and reduce tasks run independently and in isolation. However, there are
many examples of algorithms that depend crucially on the existence of shared global state during processing, making
them difficult to implement in MapReduce (since the single opportunity for global synchronization in MapReduce is the
barrier between the map and reduce phases of processing) 

Reference: Limitations of Mapreduce where not to use Mapreduce 

 

QUESTION 2
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How are keys and values presented and passed to the reducers during a standard sort and shuffle phase of
MapReduce? 

A. Keys are presented to reducer in sorted order; values for a given key are not sorted. 

B. Keys are presented to reducer in sorted order; values for a given key are sorted in ascending order. 

C. Keys are presented to a reducer in random order; values for a given key are not sorted. 

D. Keys are presented to a reducer in random order; values for a given key are sorted in ascending order. 

Correct Answer: A 

Reducer has 3 primary phases: 

1.

 Shuffle 

The Reducer copies the sorted output from each Mapper using HTTP across the network. 

2.

 Sort 

The framework merge sorts Reducer inputs by keys (since different Mappers may have output the same key). 

The shuffle and sort phases occur simultaneously i.e. while outputs are being fetched they are merged. 

SecondarySort 

To achieve a secondary sort on the values returned by the value iterator, the application should extend the key with the
secondary key and define a grouping comparator. The keys will be sorted using the entire key, but will be grouped using
the grouping comparator to decide which keys and values are sent in the same call to reduce. 

3. Reduce 

In this phase the reduce(Object, Iterable, Context) method is called for each  

in the sorted inputs. 

The output of the reduce task is typically written to a RecordWriter via TaskInputOutputContext.write 

(Object, Object). 

The output of the Reducer is not re-sorted. 

Reference: org.apache.hadoop.mapreduce, Class 

Reducer 

 

QUESTION 3

Which best describes what the map method accepts and emits? 
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A. It accepts a single key-value pair as input and emits a single key and list of corresponding values as output. 

B. It accepts a single key-value pairs as input and can emit only one key-value pair as output. 

C. It accepts a list key-value pairs as input and can emit only one key-value pair as output. 

D. It accepts a single key-value pairs as input and can emit any number of key-value pair as output, including zero. 

Correct Answer: D 

public class Mapper 

extends Object 

Maps input key/value pairs to a set of intermediate key/value pairs. 

Maps are the individual tasks which transform input records into a intermediate records. The transformed intermediate
records need not be of the same type as the input records. A given input pair may map to zero or many output pairs.
Reference: org.apache.hadoop.mapreduce 

Class Mapper 

 

QUESTION 4

On a cluster running MapReduce v1 (MRv1), a TaskTracker heartbeats into the JobTracker on your cluster, and alerts
the JobTracker it has an open map task slot. What determines how the JobTracker assigns each map task to a
TaskTracker? 

A. The amount of RAM installed on the TaskTracker node. 

B. The amount of free disk space on the TaskTracker node. 

C. The number and speed of CPU cores on the TaskTracker node. 

D. The average system load on the TaskTracker node over the past fifteen (15) minutes. 

E. The location of the InsputSplit to be processed in relation to the location of the node. 

Correct Answer: E 

The TaskTrackers send out heartbeat messages to the JobTracker, usually every few minutes, to reassure the
JobTracker that it is still alive. These message also inform the JobTracker of the number of available slots, so the
JobTracker can stay up to date with where in the cluster work can be delegated. When the JobTracker tries to find
somewhere to schedule a task within the MapReduce operations, it first looks for an empty slot on the same server that
hosts the DataNode containing the data, and if not, it looks for an empty slot on a machine in the same rack. 

Reference: 24 Interview Questions and Answers for Hadoop MapReduce developers, How JobTracker schedules a
task? 

 

QUESTION 5

You need to create a job that does frequency analysis on input data. You will do this by writing a Mapper that uses
TextInputFormat and splits each value (a line of text from an input file) into individual characters. For each one of these
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characters, you will emit the character as a key and an InputWritable as the value. As this will produce proportionally
more intermediate data than input data, which two resources should you expect to be bottlenecks? 

A. Processor and network I/O 

B. Disk I/O and network I/O 

C. Processor and RAM 

D. Processor and disk I/O 

Correct Answer: B 
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